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Agenda 

• What is SCORP? 
• Questions 
• What is the value for 

my community? 



What is SCORP? 
 Land and Water Conservation 

Fund (LWCF) Act of 1965, as 
amended: providing funds for 
and authorizing Federal 
assistance to the States in 
planning, acquisition, and 
development of needed land 
and water areas and facilities 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bipartisan support, passed and signed into law on September 3, 1964. There are two sides: federal and state.

The stateside LWCF Program provides matching grants to States and local governments for the acquisition and development of public outdoor recreation areas and facilities. The program is intended to create and maintain a nationwide legacy of high quality recreation areas and facilities and to stimulate non-federal investments in the protection and maintenance of recreation resources across the United States. 



What is SCORP? 
 Land and Water Conservation 

Fund (LWCF) Act of 1965, as 
amended: providing funds for 
and authorizing Federal 
assistance to the States in 
planning, acquisition, and 
development of needed land 
and water areas and facilities 

 

A comprehensive statewide outdoor recreation plan shall be 
required prior to the consideration by the Secretary of financial 
assistance for acquisition or development projects. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Congress defined requirements for Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plans (SCORPs) that would be a condition of State grants. 

Montana State Parks is the designated agency to administer the LWCF program at the state level and in turn, prepare the SCORP. Each state must have a “State Liaison Officer” (SLO) which is our Administrator. Since 1965, Montana has continuously produced a SCORP plan every 5 years for 9 plans total. The most recent plan was from 2008. 

Signed by the Governor

Approved by National Park Service



LWCF: 
• Funds derived from off-shore oil drilling leases 
• Authorized up to $900 million 
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MONTANA STATESIDE LWCF APPORTIONMENT, 
1965-2012 

SOURCE: LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LWCF funding is authorized at $900 million, however the most it has even been funded is $300 million in 1979 when Montana received $3.1 million. Since 1979, funding in Montana has decreased 88% to a current level around $300,000 a year. 

The funding level is a significant point, because it has impacted the meaning of SCORP. Previously, SCORP was focused heavily on LWCF funding. With the decrease in funding, the impetus for SCORP has changed. This is a national challenge, not just unique to Montana. However, in Montana with this most recent SCORP, we have proactively reassessed the meaning of SCORP and developed a new model to go beyond LWCF and provide momentum for all things recreation related in Montana. LWCF is the still the on-the-ground benefit with recreation facility development and park acquisition, but we are engaging in a larger conversation about what recreation means for communities, economy, stewardship, sustainability, safety, and service provision.
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LWCF Project Sites 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There have been 782 grants. Every county has benefited from LWCF.



Creating a Vibrant Future  
for Montana’s Outdoor 
Recreation Heritage 
Montana 2014-2018  
Draft Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) 



Information Gathering – Spring 2012 

Data Collection & Analysis – Fall 2012 
•Facility & Resource Needs Survey 
•Public Recreation Use Survey 

Issues Identification – Winter 2013 
•Major outdoor recreation issues 
•Draft goals, objectives 

Draft SCORP – Winter-Summer 2013 
•Draft to National Park Service 
•Public Comment 

Finalization – December 31, 2013 
•Governor Approval 



Supply of outdoor 
recreation resources 

& facilities 

Demand of outdoor 
recreation 

preferences 

Public Use Survey 
BRFSS Results 
ITRR Resident Data 
Regional & National Trends 
Industry Reports 

Facility and Resource Survey 
Agency Data 

 SCORP 
Advisory 

Committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Analyze the supply of outdoor recreation resources and facilities, as well as demand of recreation preferences. Identify trends and major issues of statewide importance. 

Collected data from a number of surveys and reports. Also looked at regional and national trends and industry reports.




Montana State 
Parks US Forest Service Bureau of Land 

Management 
US Fish and 

Wildlife Service 

National Park 
Service 

Montana Dept. of 
Public Health and 
Human Services 

Montana Dept. of 
Commerce 
(Tourism) 

University of 
Montana 

Montana Trails, 
Recreation & 

Parks Association 
City of Billings Missoula County 

SCORP Advisory Committee 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have been working with Montana’s recreation providers for the past year and a half to develop a new vision for outdoor recreation in Montana. We have an advisory committee of 11 agency and organization representatives that comprise of federal, state, and local agencies, as well as organizational partners. We asked our recreation partners to actually contribute to the SCORP and develop a narrative that discusses their agency’s mission, how they provide and/or support recreation in Montana, and a candid discussion of their visitation, budgets, challenges, and priorities.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recreation is not just picnic tables and campgrounds anymore, but it’s quite a diverse field, with many initiatives, challenges, and opportunities for growth. We wanted to capture this in the SCORP.



Data & Trends 



Federal 
27,373,000 

(30%) 

State 
5,687,000 

(6%) 

Local 
23,749 

(0.0002%) 
Tribal 

4,977,000 
(5%) 

Private 
55,015,000 

(59%) 

SOURCE: MONTANA NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM. 

Land Ownership in Montana 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
38 million acres of public land
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Land Ownership in Montana Federal Land Ownership in Montana 
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FEDERAL PUBLIC LANDS IN ROCKY MTN STATES 

SOURCE: BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, PUBLIC LAND STATISTICS. 

27 million acres 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana has 27 million acres of federal land, which is actually one of the lowest in the Rocky Mountain West



Tribal lands 

National wildlife refuges 

National monuments 

County parks 

Reservoirs 

Bureau of Land Management 

City/County open space 

City parks 

State parks 

National park lands 

Natural lakes 

Rivers and streams 
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Montana Household Use of Public Lands and Waters 

Source: Public Recreation Use Survey, 2013. 
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Top 10 Facilities used by 
Montana Households 

1. Walking/jogging/biking paths 
2. Hiking trails 
3. Picnic areas 
4. Heritage/historic areas 
5. Campground without hook-ups 
6. Natural or wild areas 
7. Scenic byways 
8. Wildlife viewing areas 
9. Motorized boating areas 

Source: Public Recreation Use Survey, 2013. 



Top Facility Needs Identified by Surveys 

Public Survey 

• Bike lanes 
• Rifle/handgun ranges  
• Off-road ATV trails 
• Sledding/tubing areas 

 



Top Facility Needs Identified by Surveys 

Public Survey Manager Survey 

• Bike lanes 
• Rifle/handgun ranges  
• Off-road ATV trails 
• Sledding/tubing areas 

Local Agencies 
(City, County, School, Tribal) 
• Aquatics Facilities 
• Playgrounds 
• Hiking/biking trails 
• Bicycling/walking paths 

 
State and Federal Agencies 
• Campgrounds 
• Water access 
• Deferred maintenance 
• Facility development 
• Hiking/biking trails 



Top Influential Themes 
for Decision-Making 

1. Youth and future 
generations 

2. Children and nature 
3. Health benefits of 

recreation 
4. Connecting people with 

nature 
5. Aging population 



+24% since 
1990 

 
+9.7% since 

2000 
 

Montana’s population is increasing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana’s Population is Increasing:
Over 1 million in 2012
Still rural at 6.8 people per square mile (87.4 nationally)

Montanans are aging
Median age is 39 years (increased from 37.5 years)
8th oldest population in the country  Maine is highest at 42.7 years, Utah is youngest at 29.2 years
By 2020, the percent of 65 years and older are projected to surpass the population of 15 years and younger
Minor growth in 15 to 24 year olds

Health and Activity Levels are declining
Montanans are trending towards obesity  nearly a quarter of Adults are obese, and nearly 22% of youth are overweight or obese
Quarter of Montana adults are physically inactive

Activity participation is evolving
Increases in non-traditional activities like challenge activities (triathlons), stand up paddling
OHV registration has tripled in Montana since 2000
Decreases in traditional activities like skiing, canoeing, hunting and fishing
Montana still top 5 states in hunting and fishing participation, but overall trend is declining based on license sales



Montanans are aging 
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Normal Weight 

Overweight 

Obese 

Montanans are becoming more sedentary 

Source: BRFSS 2012. 
Note: Due to changes in data methodology, 2011 cannot be directly compared with previous years 



•Challenge 
Activities 

•Motorized 
Recreation 
•Stand up 
Paddling 

•Wildlife viewing 
 

 
 

•Skiing 
•Water Activities 

•Hunting 
•Fishing 

 

Activity participation is evolving 



In Montana… 

$5.8 BILLION 
in consumer spending 

64,000 
direct Montana jobs 

$1.5 BILLION 
in wages and salaries 

$403 MILLION 
in state & local taxes 

OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 
GENERATES 

Source: Outdoor Industry Foundation, 2012 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nationally, outdoor recreation is a $646 billion industry, third to insurance and health care

Outdoor recreation employs 6.1 million Americans, half a million more than construction and 3x as many as oil and gas. It’s only second to professional services.

In Montana, $5.8 billion in consumer spending (18% of all spending)
64,000 jobs (14% of all employment)




Challenges 
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Recreation funding is decreasing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Recreation funding:
Forest Service decreased 48% since 2009
BLM decreased 35% since 2009
NPS decreased 6% across the board due to sequestration
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MONTANA STATE PARKS VISITATION 

Visitation is increasing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visitation:
State parks up 10% since 2008
BLM visits up 9%
Glacier NP up 16%
NWR visits up 25%




$11.5 billion 
NPS national maintenance 
backlog in Fiscal Year 2013 



FEDERAL STATE LOCAL 

No coordinated leadership 



Agency 

Citizenry Industry 

A new vision... 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A new model for coordination, cooperation, and integrated service provision. Recreationists do not care who manages the landscape, they are looking for high quality experiences and opportunities to get outdoors. It is up to us as recreation providers to lead the way for managing recreation across boundaries, developing and growing the capacity of user groups to advocate for opportunities, and working closely with industry to enhance tourism and economic benefits of outdoor recreation.

The 1978 SCORP identified a recommendation to improve coordination between those federal, state, and local agencies and the private sector with responsibilities for outdoor recreation. Now is the chance to do this with this SCORP, this Board, and the national attention on recreation.





Priorities 



Improve the quality of life of all Montanans A: 



Improve the quality of life of all Montanans 

Sustain the economic vitality of communities 

A: 

B: 



Improve the quality of life of all Montanans 

Sustain the economic vitality of communities 

Promote stewardship and sustainability 

A: 

B: 

C: 



Improve the quality of life of all Montanans 

Sustain the economic vitality of communities 

Promote stewardship and sustainability 

Enhance agency coordination, cooperation, 
and service provision 

A: 

B: 

C: 

D: 



What do you think? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Take a look at the data, the trends, the priorities, the recommendations

Did we capture the discussion?
Did we overlook something?
Did we capture your values?
What do you think of the vision presented?

This is a statewide plan, so by nature it is not that specific, but we do hope that it provides a strong vision and gives good direction to enhance recreation over the next 5 years



Public Comments 

• Received in writing 
• Online at stateparks.mt.gov 
• Mail to: 
▫ Montana Draft SCORP Public Comments 
▫ PO Box 200701 
▫ Helena, MT 59620-0701 

 
Seeking comments through November 18, 2013 
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